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Judge: Declare Greg Kelley innocen 
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Williamson jurist says ex-football star’s conviction 
on child sex assault charges should be overturned. 


By Tony Plohetski, Andrea Ball 
and Claire Osborn 
tolohetski@statesman.com 
aball@statesman.com 
cosborn@statesman.com 


GEORGETOWN — A state district 
judge in Williamson County rec- 
ommended Monday that the con- 


viction of Greg Kelley — a former 
high school football star sent to 
prison on child sexual assault 
charges — be overturned and that 
he meets the state’s legal thresh- 
old to be declared innocent. 
Had a jury been presented with 
certain evidence that never made 
it to trial, Donna King wrote, “the 


state would not have been able 
to prove him guilty beyond a rea- 
sonable doubt and a reasonable 
jury would be obliged to declare 
him not guilty.” 

The finding is a major triumph 
for Kelley’s supporters in a case 
that has spanned four years 
and pitted factions of William- 
son County’s criminal justice 
system against each other over 
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NEW DETAILS CAPITAL METRO 


Cap Metro names 
four transit execs 
as CEO finalists 


Candidates will 
interview with board, 
meet public on Jan. 8. 


By Ben Wear 
bwear@statesman.com 


The Capital Metro board on 
Monday named four finalists to 
become the agency’s next pres- 
ident and CEO — three of them 
executives with transit agen- 
cies and a fourth who was a 
high-ranking official with Bos- 
ton’s transit agency until 2016. 

Those candidates to replace 
retiring Linda Watson, who 
has been Capital Metro’s pres- 
ident and CEO since 2010, will 
undergo a second round of inter- 
views with the eight-member 
board Jan. 8. They’ll also meet 
with the public at a 6 p.m. event 
that day at the Austin school 
district’s Performing Arts Cen- 
ter. Then, as early as Jan. 9, the 
board will decide on its final 
choice and, at its regular Jan. 
29 meeting, vote on a contract 
with the new president and CEO. 

But the public probably will 


WAR ON TERROR 


know the board’s choice well 
before that contract vote, board 
Chairman Wade Cooper said 
Monday. 

“T expect we will post a meet- 
ing and vote on the person we 
will negotiate with,” Cooper 
said. 

All of the remaining candi- 
dates have shown promise to 
be the kind of dynamic regional 
transportation leader the tran- 
sit agency needs and to be able 
to deal with Capital Metro’s 
looming financial challenges, 
Cooper said. 

“There’s a time of great change 
coming,” he said. 

The finalists are: 

m Randy Clarke, vice presi- 
dent of operations and mem- 
ber services with the American 
Public Transportation Associa- 
tion, a transit advocacy group 
in the Washington, D.C., area. 
Clark worked for the Massachu- 
setts Bay Transportation Author- 
ity for seven years, ending in 
April 2016, including stints as 
deputy chief operations officer 
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Fort Hood general: ISIS on 
run, but challenges remain 


By Jeremy Schwartz 
jschwartz@statesman.com 


Fort Hood commander Lt. Gen. 
Paul E. Funk II, who is leading the 
anti-ISIS campaign in the Middle 
East, said Monday that even as 
the Islamic State is pushed from 
its territories in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan, stubborn challenges will exist 
in the region, perhaps for years. 

Funk pointed to a single neigh- 
borhood in Raqqa, Syria, the for- 
mer capital of the terror group’s 
briefly held caliphate, where coa- 
lition forces have found more than 
8,000 improvised explosive devices 
planted by fleeing ISIS soldiers. 
Clearing the devices and making 
the neighborhood livable is but one 
example of the lengthy reconstruc- 
tion that awaits in wide swaths of 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Trump details new national se- 
curity strategy in speech, A4 


the region. 

Ina briefing with Central Texas 
media Monday morning, Funk 
said Iraqi and coalition forces have 
effectively pushed ISIS out of Iraq 
and all but a few pockets of influ- 
ence in Syria. 

“We’ve got a victory here,” Funk 
said via teleconference from Iraq, 
adding, “We still have some hard 
fighting to do in Syria.” 

Funk and about 240 members 
of Fort Hood’s III Corps command 
group took the reins of Operation 
Inherent Resolve in September, 
and since then, Funk said, about a 
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AMTRAK CRASH 


Train derails, killing 


at least 6 near Seattle 


Amtrak trainc cars SEEP from ETE near smashed) vehicles or on Interstate 5 ARETA a derailment Monday in 
DuPont, Wash. An official briefed on the investigation said early signs indicate that Train 501 may have struck 
something before going off the track about 40 miles south of Seattle. ELAINE THOMPSON / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Amtrak cars spill from 
overpass to interstate in 
first run on faster route. 


By Rachel La Corte 
and Gillian Flaccus 
Associated Press 


DUPONT, WASH. — An Amtrak 
train making the first-ever run 
along a faster new route hurtled 
off an overpass south of Seattle 
at an estimated 80 mph Monday 
and spilled some of its cars onto 


the highway below, killing at least 
six people, authorities said. 
Seventy-seven passengers and 
five crew members were aboard 
when the train derailed and pulled 
13 cars off the tracks. At least 50 
people were hospitalized, more 
than a dozen with critical or seri- 
ous injuries, authorities said. 
An official briefed on the investi- 
gation said that preliminary signs 
indicate that Train 501 may have 
struck something before going off 
the track about 40 miles south 
of Seattle. The official was not 


authorized to discuss the investi- 
gation publicly and spoke on the 
condition of anonymity. 

The Pierce County Sheriff’s 
Office said several vehicles on 
Interstate 5 were struck by fall- 
ing train cars and multiple motor- 
ists were injured. No fatalities of 
motorists were reported. 

In a radio transmission imme- 
diately after the accident, the 
conductor can be heard saying 
the train was coming around a 
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A BONUS SECTION FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


MINGLING WITH 
THE MONARCHS 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Travel Extra section 
in today’s ePaper 


Explore extra pages of travel 
coverage, available only to 
subscribers at statesman.com/ 
epaper. 


NATION & WORLD, A5 
Amid Jerusalem furor, 
Pence puts visit on hold 


The vice president, citing the 
upcoming tax vote, will now go to 
the Middle East in mid-January. 


NATION & WORLD, A5 
GOP political group 
targets EPA workers 


After speaking out about policy 
concerns, agency employees 
learned their emails were being 
gathered by Republican group. 
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